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it seems that Wilkes 'tipped him the wink'. In 1762 he came
into collision with Hogarth, who had caricatured Wilkes;
and wrote against him his Epistle. Hogarth replied with his
'Bruiser' caricature, where Wilkes is portrayed as a Russian
bear. It was about the same time that he turned on Johnson
in The Ghost, a rambling farrago written round the famous
Cock Lane hoax. During these two years he had been dis-
covering his metier of rake and satirist; and in January 1763
he threw up his curacy. It was about this time that he
seduced a stone-cutter's daughter (a Miss Carr) and com-
posed the Conference, which appeared in the November of
1763. While in Wales with Miss Carr he discovered material
for his Gotham, Part I of which was published in 1764 soon
after The Duellist* and The Author (December 1763). The
Candidate (1764) was an exposure of Lord Sandwich, the
Hellfire Club rake, whose profligacy, as Churchill tells us,
excelled even that of Lord March, and who was then stand-
ing for the post of High Steward of Cambridge; and one of
his other good deeds for the year was to alleviate the
sufferings of Lloyd, whom he found, on his return from
Wales, to be incarcerated in the Fleet. Other satires
followed—The Times, The Farewell and Independence (Septem-
ber 1764). Chalmers detects signs of a decadence in the two
latter; and it is true that neither possess the balance and
concentration of Night. But Gotham and The Ghost partake
of these faults, for which his dislike of revision will largely
account. There is still abundant evidence of vigour and
Juvenalian ire in Independence, which Cowper rightly ad-
mired for its animation. The blows aimed at Melcombe or
Mason are as hearty as ever, though perhaps less skilfully
laid on; and there is no reason to imagine that, had he lived
longer, he would have whipped less soundly. But the end
was near. On October 20, 1764, he set out for Boulogne to
see Wilkes, accompanied by Gay and Cotes. There he was at-
tacked by a 'military fever3, of which he died on November 4.
* Inspired by the duel between Wilkes and Samuel
Martin in Hyde Park, after Martin alleged that he had been
'stabbed in the dark' by the North Briton.

